Wc{g/ma’ down bﬂ a moc/cratc/ﬂ ﬁcavy éackpacﬁ and carrying an unw/c/c/ﬂ tr/'Poa/ and zfo/a//h‘g chair, |
C/umSI@ step tﬁrougfg the iforcsi; [7u5/7w/73c;é/ng to an un-named /oond n [+ Ko N W/D F ausing 100

feet short of the /oona/ to listen to the wildness, | recognize the unmistakable resonance of a moose rush-

ihg f/7roug/7 C/lcst~c7'ccp water.

A /a/ge, well-built beaver /oo/gc is the /oond’s most sgn/}[/cant fandmark. Treébﬁg south in search of the
Pona/’s out/ct, / pass an aging Io/n,é /adﬂ S/IPPCI' orchid that has faded to w/u'tc; a reminder of the rarities
the woodland bestows. / locate the Pona/’s outlet and a series of beaver dams that have formed several
small Poo/s; the ideal /o/acc‘ to Pat/cnt[y sitin my blind at dusk.

7 he entertainment includes the antics of rec/——w/ngcc/ blackbirds and common grac,é/cs. 7 heir [Dackc/rolo

/s resp/cnc/cnt blue f/ag jrises in a sea of forest green.

A movement draws my attention; a doe white-tail deer grac/ua//ﬂ aloproacAcs the Ioona/ while fccallhg.
She is vg//ani; but not nervous. On/ﬂ 50 feet from where [ sit she lowers her head to 5//'0 from the /oona/.
5/7@ steac//[g crosses one of the narrow dams and resumes fcea/mg while wa/,é/ng downstream until out of

view.
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